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636 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Jones, Ruftjs M. The Inner Life. New York: Macmillan, 1916. xii+194 

pages. $1.00. 

Professor Jones's previous writings on the mystical aspect of the religious life lead 
the reader to take up this new book from his pen with high anticipations. Nor is he 
disappointed. It is marked by the same wide knowledge and sympathetic insight, the 
same sanity and absence of dogmatism, the same beauty and clearness of expression, 
that mark all his work in this field. The author insists again and again that the two 
aspects of life, the inner and the outer, cannot be separated. Life is one; to divide 
it is to destroy it. He selects the inner life for special emphasis, realizing that he is not 
dealing with the whole of religion. This inner life which he would portray is essentially 
communion with an unseen spiritual order and the harmonization of one's desires and 
purposes with what is found there. This spiritual order, God and his will, seems to be 
directly presented to consciousness, discovered by the man whose eyes are open to it. 
The content of that life in God is set forth in the life and teaching of Jesus, in psalmist, 
prophet, and apostle, as well as in the deeper experiences of common life. Only he is 
capable of perceiving this spiritual order who himself possesses it — " the pure in heart 
shall see God." Is it then a projection by man of his own hopes and ideals, or is it a 
perception of something objectively given? The answer is as follows: "Either there 
is far greater depth and complexity to the inmost nature of personal self-consciousness 
than we usually take into account, that is, we ourselves are bottomless and inwardly 
exhaustless in range and scope, or the fragmentary thing we call our self is contin- 
uous inwardly with a wider spiritual world with which we have some sort of contract- 
relationship and from which vitalizing energy comes in to us. It is too soon to decide 
between these two alternatives. 

F. A. S 

Carus, Paul. The Dawn of a New Religious Era. Chicago: Open Court 

Publishing Co., 1916. ix-f- 131 pages. $1.00. 

This book contains nine essays around the central theme "The Religion of 
Science." It is frequently reiterated that "science is not of human make," but is a 
revelation of divine truth. The author seems to feel a real religious fervor in expatiat- 
ing upon the divinity of scientific truth. For him there is even "holiness in mathe- 
matics, and there is ethics in the multiplication table." Religion is indestructible, 
as is science. Yet a harmony is perfectly feasible, for religion is "the rule of truth 
applied to practical life," while science is "the search for truth according to the best 
.... methods of investigation." The author's appreciation of value calls forth 
more admiration than his sense of discrimination. 

A. S. W. 



